Hidden life shocks friends

Guilty in New York, Regan faces charges here

BY BEN CONERY

WATERBURY — There were
no cracks in John Regan’s ve-
neer of normalcy.

“Whatever he had on his dark
gide, he hid it from me,” said
Martin Hogrefe of Watertown,
who bought building materials
from Regan and played golf
with him several times.

It came as a shock to Hogrefe
and others when Regan, a mar-

ried, churchgoing father from a

pmmmentfamﬂy was charged
five times during the past year-

and-a-half with sexually as-,

sauiting, or trying to sexually
assault, four women over the
course of 25 years.

Two weeks ago, Regan, 49,
pleaded guilty in upstate New
York to trying to drag a 17-year-
old high school girl into his van.
A judge said he will sentence
Regan in July to 12 years in
prison. Regan still faces

charges in Waterbury that
could bring him decades more
behind bars.

“If he is guilty,” said Jerry
Eterginio, a friend, “he com-
pletelyfooledmeand everyone
else.”

Regan, a powerfully built
man with a prominent jaw,
grew up in the city’s Overlook
neighborhood with his brother
and two younger sisters. He

See CHARGES, Page 7A
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Caine said he and Regan didn’t
socialize in the same circles in
high school and he lost contact

The younger Regan brother
stayed closer to home.

John Regan attended Nor-
wich University in Vermont
where he graduated in 1980
with a bachelor’s degree in ed-
ucation. ing college, he
worked for his uncle at Regan
-Valley Roofing in Waterbury.
He continued working there
after finishing college, first as
a foreman and installer and
later as a sales représentative.

Though he would not be
charoed for nearhz 25 vears

| police say the first known as-
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lice, and drove back to the
cookout.

her husband had been out of
town overnight in 13 years
and, had he been in town, he
likely would have been at the
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gating the case did not belie

lawsuit against the department
and won $190,000 in damages.
The case ultimately led the de-
partment to change the way it
handles sexual assault cases.
Hospital workers were able

CHARGES: F amily well known

Regan won several company
sales awards and was named
branch manager in 1997 when
ABC Supply, a national compa-
ny, opened a branch in Water-
bury

It -was during those years
that his friendship with
Eterginio, a builder from Nau-
gatuck,

grew.

Eterginio attended ABC-
sponsored tournaments
and played golf with Regan.

ABC Supply also sent Regan
on Caribbean cruises with cus-
tomers, including Eterginio,
who said he went on three or
four cruises with Regan and
his wife.

“He was never out of line,
even when the guys were out
drinking,” he said.

In 2004, a woman who
worked for Regan said he tried
to force himself on her. Her ac-
cusation began the unraveling
of Regan's life.

The 21-year-old woman told
police Regan had taken her to
his father’s house at 22 Flem-
ing St. where he pulled her
onto his lap and later got on top
of her. She said she was able to
slip from him and run away.

Police charged him with un-
lawful restraint, but Police Su-
perintendent Neil O'Leary said
Regan’s name conjured memo-
ries of the 1993 rape.

Acting on a hunch, O’Leary
said, police obtained a warrant
for Regan’s DNA. They sent it
to the state

prison cell with a bed sheet.
He survived, but was hospital-
for depres-
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Northeast tried to link Regan
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